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Editorial

Two Mark Rutherford related events took place in Bedford this year. The first was the

opening of the Rutherford Building at Bedford Modern School (and | include the opening
address by John Hale White, Mark Rutherford
by Paul Zahl, who spent two days with me in Bedford in early May.
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Paul Zahl visits Bedford

The Very Rev. Dr.theol. Paul F.M. Zahl is Dean and President of Trinity Episcopal
School for Ministry in Ambridge, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvannia. But, more importantly, he
is a one man sales force for Mark Rutherford in the USA.

Paul arrived by coach from Cambridge and after coffee in my garden we visited a mix-
ture of Bunyan and Rutherford sites. The Elstow Moot Hall and Abbey and Houghton
House (House Beautiful) took up the early part of the morning, then to Oakley Bridge of
Catherine Furze fame and lunch at Harrold Odell Country Park. We then returned to
Bedford to see the grandfather clock in the museum and the Mark Rutherford Collection
at Bedford Central Library.
In the early evening Paul talked about Mark Rutherford at Bunyan Meeting and some of
us repaired to an Italian restaurant for a meal. This was followed by looking at my own
MR collection and watching a Gene Vincent DVD. We had discovered a mutual interest
in rock énd roll
Tuesday was a major day of driving, and making a good start we reached Groombridge
just before eleven a.m. to have tea and
owner. He has copies of some of the books including The Groombridge Diary and is
interested in the history of his house, a grade Il Listed building, and he is keen to retain
it os character.

We then walked up to the station having imagined ourselves as WHW looking out
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of the window awaiting Dorothyés appearance

tombstone and small church. Lunch was taken in the Crown overlooking the small
green.

A hairy drive into South London brought us to Carshalton Pond and Honeywood House,
now a local studies museum, which we looked at briefly followed by a short walk up to
19 Park Hill, the house designed by his friend Philip Webb, which looked a little unoc-
cupied at the time of our visit. A very enjoyable couple of days.
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Paul Zahl (left) and Nick Wilde (right)
in the garden at The Cottage,
Groombridge, Kent.



